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Landscape has been a recurring theme throughout my
painting career. It is a subject full of possibilities, both
conceptual and formal. Over the years | have recali-
brated this genre, most recently painting seascapes
and marine subjects. These marine compositions

pull the viewer into a space that is a combination of
fact and invention. The subjects of the paintings are
naval vessels, ranging from World War One era to
contemporary submarines, troopships and icebreakers.
The vessels have been researched to the extent that
they are accurately depicted in correct scale, detail
and displacement, but they appear to be in a state

of decay and obsolescence. These compositions
suggest the vulnerability of the once-threatening ships
within their watery surroundings. Composition, light
and palette refer back to artworks of the Romantic
period where nature is seen through the concept of
the Sublime. Painters of this period tried to create a
heightened sense of awe or elevated emotion in the
viewer, primarily through the representation of violent
atmospheres and savage landscape. In my work the
sea is depicted as great, infinite and obscure all at

the same time. The lonely vessels in their unforgiving
environments transmit fear and a feeling of insignif-
icance. Machine, man and elements are poised for
potential collision.

Collectively, these artworks convey a feeling of
loneliness, loss and a sense of the futility of human
endeavour in war and conflict.
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